
VOLUNTEER IN TURTLE PROTECTION
PROJECT, GUNJUR



We welcome you to join the turtle
project in Gunjur as a volunteer and

help make an impact on the
conservation of the country's

beautiful sea turtles. This will surely
be one of your most unique and

unforgettable lifetime experience.
You can volunteer from a minimum of

1 week to 5 weeks or more.



Recently, a new hatchery was constructed
at Gunjur beach. Sea Turtle hatcheries are
used when natural nesting conditions are
threatened by predation, heavy poaching,
or shrinking nesting locations. Hatcheries

are not a zoo, wildlife sanctuaries, or a
rescue center, they are built to help

restore declining sea turtle population
through local-led volunteers efforts.

 
Sea turtle hatcheries off the coast of

Gunjur is run by conservation volunteers
who are using their field conservation

knowledge to promote turtle conservation
in The Gambia. Yes, we share the valid

concerns that handling eggs, using tanks,
incubating eggs at the incorrect

temperature, nests dug at the wrong depth
and sand being too wet or too dry can all

impact the success rates of the hatcheries.
In this regard, the success rates are lower

than if the eggs had been left in situ.



Establishing a turtle hatchery is our last resort –
alongside other conservation measures to help
restore the sea turtle population in The Gambia. 

Sea turtle hatcheries require extensive labour
and fund to be successful. We thank donors and
volunteers for their immense contributions
towards building this hatchery in Gunjur.

The overall aim to offer volunteering
opportunities is to monitor sea turtle
activity and conserve the local
nesting sites in Gunjur, The Gambia.
Conservation activities here are
carried out by a team of dedicated
local staff and international
volunteers for more than 10 years.

One of the most important activities
undertaken by volunteers is the
maintenance of the hatchery. Within
the sanctuary, collected and
rescued eggs can hatch safely away
from predators in the haven of the
specially constructed hatchery,
before being released into the sea at
night.

Sadly, due to the natural threats they face, very few turtles survive through to adulthood,
and as turtles are only able to reproduce from the age of around 25, this understandably
poses an issue for the rate of turtle reproduction. For this exact reason, every nesting
site, every egg, every hatchling and every turtle is crucial to the survival of the species,
and maximising survival is what the staff and volunteers at the project strive to achieve!

The success of this project relies upon the involvement of truly dedicated people, and
you, like every volunteer or member of staff, can help play an integral role here.



Why choose the Gunjur turtle
conservation project? 

Volunteers are presenting an important role in the
development of environmental and turtle
conservation project. Generating income to pay
local experts has been stopping them to improve
activities and development. But the love and
passion have always been there and this is the
reason why some Gunjurians are running a project
on a volunteer basis for more than 10 years. 

Volunteers also help to gather significant and
consistent data, and maintain a protective
presence in the turtle nesting area. Data gathered
here contributes to important studies regarding
policy development for the Gambian environmental
project. 

You will benefit from acquiring new skills and
applying these in an international context, which is
just the type of work experience that your future
employers may be looking for.



 
•Provide a much needed extra pair of hands to a

small team of local members.
• Contribute to a concerted global effort of saving the

turtles, classified as endangered, especially as
poaching has increased due to its by-products

including their shells becoming popular.
• Feel the reward of contributing to marine

conservation and protecting this species while
enjoying a lovely beach setting.



patrols to clean and protect the habitats
caring for the turtles and their eggs
educating the local community to ensure that they
understand the impact of fishing and farming of turtles

protecting turtle nests through beach patrols and
beach cleaning
collecting turtle eggs to enable them to hatch in a
safer environment
caring for injured turtles (if needed)
releasing turtles back into the sea
monitoring activities
working with the local team to develop educational
materials for local communities
tank cleaning
ensuring the existing hatcheries are kept clean and
safe.
beach clean-ups    
interesting and informative tour organization for
guests to generate income for project development 

Role of the Conservation Volunteer
 

The project focuses on 3 main elements: 

 Specific activities in which volunteers may be involved
include:

 



Your role will depend on your skills and
experience. 

Participants in this project will require some
skills or knowledge in one of the following
fields:
• marine biology/sciences education,
statistical analysis experience
• interest in environmental conservation,
willingness to learn

Volunteers participating in this turtle
conservation project will be expected to be
physically fit for work ashore and in the
water, enjoy the outdoors, feel comfortable
working as part of a team, able to cope with
patrolling beaches day and night, have an
interest in the environment, be enthusiastic
and willing to learn.  



Our goal is to provide travellers and volunteers with an authentic experience in The
Gambia by living with locals.

Staying with a host family gives you unique insight into the lifestyle of Gambians. You
can learn so much about the country and its people while staying with a local family.
Also, Gambian host families are well known for their friendliness and hospitality. So it’s
no surprise that homestay is a popular choice.

Your host could be a family, an older couple or a young couple with children. They will
provide you with a room with a single bed. You also receive 3 meals per day (breakfast,
lunch and dinner) and share the bathroom with the family.

At the host family, you will most likely be the only volunteer. You will meet up with other
volunteers on the location of the project. In case there will be no other international
volunteers at the time you will be there, you will be fully immersed with the host,
Gambian volunteers and members of the association. 

ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS 

HOMESTAY 



WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE TO STAY IN
HOMESTAY ACCOMMODATION?

An authentic experience
Staying with a host family is an experience that
will allow you to have an insight into the village
you are staying in. They will be able to teach
you about their home country and culture.

Cultural Immersion
Homestay provides a more authentic cultural
experience. That is, by living with locals rather
than other travelling students you have an
opportunity to experience the realities of daily
life. 

Good value for money
Staying in a homestay is cheaper than staying
in a hotel or renting an apartment. Also, being
able to relax and spend time with your hosts in
their home is much more enjoyable!

Improve your language skills
One of the best ways to improve your language
skills is to communicate and take part in the new
language. Therefore, staying in a homestay
allows you to practise your language skills in a
real-life environment. Our homestay hosts are
experienced in having visitors from all around
the world and will be happy to communicate with
you.

Eating home-cooked food
When you stay in a homestay you will have 3
meals with your host family. The best thing
about this is that you will get to experience new
and exciting food while practising your language
skills and learning new things from them!



Get off the beaten path & explore like a local
When experiencing a country through homestay
you normally stay at homes which are located away
from the main tourist hubs. So you get to see a
more authentic part of the country and its culture.
The best way to explore a new place is in the
company with the locals. Your homestay family can
give you tips and recommendations about the
places to visit. They can point you out to some
hidden locations only locals know about or they
may even take you there. You still can visit all the
main tourist places, however, living with locals you
get a chance to learn about the country on a
completely different level.

Perfect for solo travellers
When you arrive in a new place it can be difficult to
meet new people. It can be even harder if you are
travelling alone. However, if you stay in a host
family you have already made friends who can give
assistance. Additionally, they can introduce you to
other people and help you create happy travel
memories.

Memories you’ll never forget
A homestay is a real home away from home. When
you stay in a hotel it is easy to forget about the
staff, your room or the experience. However, when
you stay in homestay accommodation you meet
real, genuine people. By getting to know them you
will make memories you couldn’t get from any other
kind of accommodation!

Homestays generate income for locals
By staying in the homestay, you are contributing to
the livelihood of the local community. The small
cost you pay for the roof and food may significantly
uplift the standards of living of the family. In many
developing countries, homestays are run by
women. So when you stay with them, you help them
to become more financially independent. Also if you
buy handicraft made by local artisans you give
support to a whole community.



They offer accommodation to both locals and international guests in a
sustainable and environmentally friendly way. Preservation of the environment is
promoted as of the greatest importance at the Lodge.

In Eco-Lodge the sustainable maintenance of indigenous and native fauna and
flora is encouraged to prevent the depletion of habitat for the wildlife that lives
side by side with the occupants. You can spot different varieties of birds both
visiting and resident, so it's a great place for birders and birdwatchers.

It also actively encourages volunteers to join their dedicated team on the ground,
which allows people from other places to play their part in the work carried out in
the local and the larger community.

ECO-LODGE 

This Eco-Lodge is located along the Gunjur Brikama Highway in Gunjur, South
Gambia. It is a privately owned business, but it is community centred, as the
business is set up to provide skills and employment opportunities for locals in the
South Gambia region.



WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE ECO LODGE? 

Incredible experience 
Green and eco-tourism is unlike any other
travel experience. With the help of eco-lodge
owners, travellers are thrust into their
surrounding environment and are led on a
journey into an educational and incredible
experience. Staying at an eco-lodge helps
travellers to learn about the local people, their
environments including the flora and fauna,
and how to live eco-friendly and sustainable
lives themselves. 

Contribution to environment 
Choosing to stay at an eco-lodge helps to
ensure that you are travelling and positively
contributing to your surrounding environment.
Eco lodges are also beautifully and naturally
constructed buildings and are an incredible
place to spend a few days or weeks. In their
remote locations, eco-lodges ensure that
travellers are located in some of the most
beautiful and untouched places on earth.    

Joining a positive global movement 
Many travellers are becoming increasingly
interested in staying at eco-lodges in order to
contribute positively to the world. Travelling
and the tourism industry has been on a
massive increase in the last few years and
more people from around the world are able to
see the beauty and meet its people. Choosing
to stay at an eco-lodge is like joining a positive
movement. In recent years due to the
noticeable negative impact, humans are having
on the environment, green and eco-friendly
movements are becoming a growing trend.
However, unlike a trend that only lasts for a
certain time, eco-friendly tourism is becoming
a way of life.



Perfect for groups
When you arrive in a new place as part of the group it is important to work and plan
activities together. Small eco-lodges are friendly and are allowing you to connect with
locals and make friends. Work in a group of the same-minded people can make work easier
and more effective. From our experience, volunteer groups have made a great impact on
local communities and project development simply because they encourage each other,
share ideas and experiences, and create good vibes. Individuals with common and
divergent interests usually come together in social or thematic groups. Travelling in small
groups let you feel like you are exploring a destination independently but at the same
time, it is a unique way to create friendship in addition to all other experiences that move
the group and each individual. 


